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- Priority Project No. 18 of the trans-European transport network
- New TEN-T Core Network Corridor No. 10 "Strasbourg – Danube" 

The Danube as a TEN -T waterway

- 3,504 km from Rotterdam to Sulina

- All infrastructure projects (excl. 
Ukraine) co-financed by the EU
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- AGN = European Agreement 
on Main Inland Waterways of 
International Importance

- Danube and its navigable 
tributaries = E 80, E 80-n

The Danube as part of the AGN
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EUSDR actions and targets

- To complete the implementation of TEN-T Priority Project 18 on time and in an 
environmentally sustainable way.

- To invest in waterway infrastructure of the Danube and its tributaries and 
develop the interconnections.

- To improve comprehensive waterway management of the Danube and its 
tributaries.

Three actions aimed at the improvement of waterway infrastructure and 
management in the Danube region are included in the EUSDR Action Plan:

- Solve obstacles to navigability, taking into account the specific characteristics 
of each section of the Danube and its navigable tributaries and establish 
effective waterway infrastructure management by 2015.

� One final target :
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Regulatory framework
Danube Commission

• Recommendations on the parametres of waterway 
infrastructure (fairway, locks, bridges, etc.)

• 10 Danube riparian states; Danube from Kelheim to Sulina

Slide No. 5

• Agreement on Main Inland Waterways (AGN) 
is binding under international law

• 17 contracting parties, including 8 out of 10 
Danube riparian states (excl. Germany and 
Serbia); Danube and tributaries

United Nations Economic Commission 
for Europe (UNECE)
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Austria
Vienna – SK border
rkm 1,921 – 1,873

Germany
Straubing – Vilshofen
rkm 2,319 – 2,250

Hungary
Szob – southern
state border
rkm 1,708 – 1,433

Bulgaria / Romania
Iron Gate II – Călăraşi
rkm 850 – 375

Romania
Călăraşi – Brăila
rkm 375 – 170

Ukraine
Tchatal Ismail –
Black Sea
rkm 172 – 0 

Croatia / Serbia
common border
rkm 1,433 – 1,296

Planned and ongoing 
infrastructure projects 
aimed at the 
improvement of 
navigation conditions
(fairway depths) on 
the Danube
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Germany
Deggendorf
rkm 2,285.90

Serbia
Žeželj bridge Novi Sad
rkm 1,254.25

Slovakia
Starý most Bratislava
rkm 1,868.14

Serbia / Romania
Iron Gate I
rkm 943

Romania
Locks on the Danube-
Black Sea-Canal

Serbia
Unexploded ordnance
rkm 1,400 – 1,100

Serbia
Shipwrecks at Prahovo  
rkm 863 – 845 

Planned and ongoing 
infrastructure projects:

- bridges
- locks
- obstacles
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• Joint understanding on the future infrastructure 
development of the Danube waterway

• Definition of integrative planning principles, involving 
all relevant experts (ecology, economy, navigation,
river engineering)

Integrative waterway planning

• Concrete instructions for action for the 
implementation of integrative planning 
principles with regard to waterway 
infrastructure projects

• Information on existing good practices
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(3)
Information

(2)
Maintenance

(1)
Surveying

Areas of waterway management
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Monitoring
• Continuous monitoring and surveying 

of the riverbed (bathymetry)
• Identification of shallow areas (fords)
• Water gauges (hydrology)

Informing
• Customer-oriented information on the 

current status of the fairway
• Different information tools : NtS, RIS 

websites, information at locks, ECDIS 
charts etc.

Fairway maintenance cycle

Planning
• Analysis of surveying results
• Development of fairway 

maintenance plan
• Planning of specific inter-

ventions

Implementing
• Dredging of shallow areas

by assigned dredging / river 
engineering companies

• Monitoring of works / 
performance
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Example of project: 

Network of Danube Waterway Administrations (04/2009 – 03/2012)

• Partners: waterway authorities/administrations along the Danube

• Observers: ICPDR, Danube & Sava Comm., Ministries of Transport

• Co-financed by the EU's SEE Transnational Cooperation Programme

• Primary targets with focus on waterway infrastructure:
• Development of the Danube waterway by means of a better coordination and 

cooperation of waterway authorities/administrations

• Optimisation of activities regarding hydrography, hydrology and waterway 
maintenance (methods, processes, ecological aspects)

• Establishment of an Internet platform for up-to-date fairway information featuring 
information from all Danube riparian states ("FIS Portal")
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