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• „Transport is fundamental to our 

economy and society…“ 

• „The future prosperity of our continent 

will depend on the ability of all of its 

regions to remain […] integrated in the 

world economy. Efficient transport is 

vital in making this happen.“ 

• „Transport has to use less and cleaner 

energy, better exploit a modern 

infrastructure and reduce its impacts on 

environment and key natural assets like 

water land and ecosystems.“  

• „Curbing mobility is not an option.“ 

„… A lot has been done  

to enhance transport´s environmental performance. Still 

the transport system is not sustainable“  

quotes: White Paper, COM (2011) 144 final 
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Frame Conditions 

CDNI Waste Treaty 

  

Danube Commission 
Recommendations 

 
Different national systems   

ISRBC 

MARPOL 

Legally binding rules 

+ European Union (e.g. Waste Framework  

Directive 2008/98/EC, EC 1013/2006) 

+ CEVNI* Chapter 10 
*CEVNI – Code Européen des Voies de la Navigation Intérieure -  

 European Code for Inland Waterways 

+ Basel Convention 
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Basic Conditions 

1. Legal framework is diverse & split 

2.  Different technical systems used for  
•  Waste disposal 

•  Re-financing of the costs 

3. Vessels are not allowed to dispose their waste 
in every country! 

4. Delivering waste might be time consuming or 
impossible   risk of illegal discharges 
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International Danube 
Ship Waste 
Convention 

User – friendly state of the 
art waste reception 

facilitities 

Harmonised 
approach for 

financing waste 
disposal services  

= Financing Model 

Control 
Mechanisms 

The following KEY FACTORS  
shall be developed along the DANUBE… 
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COnvention for WAste management for  

inland Navigation on the DAnube 

• Run time: October 2012 
– September 2014 

• 12 Partners from AT, SK, 
HU, HR, RS, RO, BG, MD, 
Ukr 

• ERDF, IPA, ENPI Funds 

• Budget: 1.8 mio EUR 

• 6 international 
Observers 
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International Observers 

Danube Commission 

International Commission for the Protection  
of the Danube River  

Central Commission for the Navigation of the 
Rhine 

International Sava River Basin Commission 

Austrian Federal Ministry for Transport, 
Innovation and Technology 

Bilgenentwässerungsverband, Germany 
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Main Activities 

• Advancement of running ship  
waste management systems 

 Waste prevention & Handling onboard, Network of Reception 

Facilities, Financing Model, River Information Services 
 

• Implementation of practical tests and pilot 
activities 

 

• Development of an International Danube 
Ship Waste Convention  
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Development of the Int´l Danube  

Ship Waste Convention 

1. Formation of an International 
Implementation Board: Budapest - 
27.2.2013 

2. Preparation of the Convention 
 ongoing 

3. Strategies for Implementation 
 2014 

4. International  Coordination & 
Harmonisation 
 ongoing  

 

September 

2014 
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1. The International Implementation  

Board (IIB) (1) 
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• Goal: Participation in the preparation of the IDSWC + 
support of project partners with their tasks 

• National and international experts from inland 
waterway transport, waste management, administration 
and international law; 

• AT – SK – HU – HR – (RS) - BG – RO – MD – Ukr  
 

    
    1. Meeting: 27.2.2013, Budapest 

   2. Meeting : February/March 2014 - Bratislava 
   3. Meeting : June 2014 - Vienna 

  (4th Meeting: September 2014) 

 
 

1. The International Implementation  

Board (IIB) (2) 
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2. Preparation of the  

Convention 
 In progress 

 Contains rules for 
handling different 
types of ship 
waste 

 Draft version until 
January 2014 

 Discussed at 2nd 
IIB meeting 

 Amended till June 
2014 

 

 

CDNI Waste 

Treaty   

Danube 
Commission 
Recommendati
ons 

 

Different national systems   

ISRBC 

+ European Union (e.g. Waste Framework 

Directive 2008/98/EC, EC 1013/2006) 

+ CEVNI* Kapitel 10 

 
*CEVNI – Code Européen des Voies de la Navigation Intérieure -  

 European Code for Inland Waterways 
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… is necessary for re-financing costs of waste disposal 

… shall meet requirements according to international & 
national legislation, policies & strategies 

… be applicable on international level 

…be simple & cheap to implement 

… harmonised along the Danube  
 

 

Financing Model for oily and  

greasy ship waste 

Indirect Payment 

Waste 
Prevention 

Polluter Pays 
Principle Development of an 

Electronic Vignette System 
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Electronic Vignette System 

(EVS) 

Goal: to support waste reception network 
 management 

 

• vessels’ registration 

• virtual vignette distribution and checking 

• electronic payment 

• waste disposal reporting 

• overall system management 
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Electronic Vignette System (2) 

The structure of EVS: 
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Electronic Vignette System (3) 

Registration: Vessels, which register for a vignette can dispose 

oily & greasy ship waste free of charge  
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Electronic Vignette System (4) 

Waste disposal management: 
Waste Reception Facilities can check vignettes, 

report collected amounts in an electronic system 
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Electronic Vignette System (5) 

Statistics: 

 

• Start: in  summer 2013 

• in RO, BG, HR, HU, SK,  

AT, at > 20 locations 

• > 150 vessels registered 

for a vignette 

• > 100 disposals 

• Collected waste amount  

in total:  

Bilge water: > 400.000 l  

Waste oil: > 23.000 l 

Solid oily and greasy 

ship waste: > 2.000 kg 
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3. Strategies for Implementation (Jan 2014 – Sept 2014) 
• On national & international level 

• Definition of necessary steps for subsequent 
implementation  (technical, legal, financial) 

• Joint Action Plan 

• Elaboration of a follow-up proposal 
 

4. International Coordination (Oct 2012 – Sept  2014) 
• Rhine Region &  Sava River “lessons learned”, 

Marpol  

• CO-WANDA Advisory Expert Group 

• Stakeholders, European Union, Danube Region 
Strategy 

 
 

 

 

 

 Implementation & International  
Coordination 
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Appeal 
Please support the Project 

Partners with 
• Evaluating national frame conditions 

• Data investigations 

• Feedback to the draft Convention 

• Facilitate communication on national 

level 

Slide No. 22 
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Next steps 

Slide No. 23 

Preparation of the Draft 
Convention by the consortium – 
December 2013 

2nd International Implementation 
Meeting – February 2014 

3rd International Implementation 
Board Meeting – June 2014 

Project Closure – September 2014 
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Summary 

Cleaner river 

Increased usage of an 
environmentally safe mode- inland 

navigation 

Harmonization 

Pilot action 
results – 

input to the 
IDSWC 

Different ship 
waste 

management 
approaches 

tested out in a 
joint manner • The international/ 

national legal framework 

• The ship waste 

management network: 

joint events 

• Education of port 

users/skippers for 

protecting the Danube 

against illegal 

discharges 
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Conclusions 

• International coordination on operational 
level is necessary  

• Streamlining of national processes will lead 
to a redistribution of financial 
contributions 

• Goals can be reached stepwise  

• Contributions of the participating States & 
support of European Union will be required 

Slide No. 25 
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Questions & Discussion 
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Thank you for your attention! 

Hans Berger 

hans.berger@via-donau.org 

www.via-donau.org 

Raluca Danila 
marketing@apdmgalati.ro 

www.romanian-ports.ro 

Győző  Simongáti 

simongati.gyozo@kti.hu 

www.kti.hu 

 

https://co-wandaproject.eu/ 
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